Remember When: Saugeen Field Naturalists Club Celebrates Its Thirtieth  Anniversary

by Clarke Birchard with assistance from Dave and Jean Schaus

April 2005 will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the Saugeen Field Naturalists Club. In each issue of the Newsletter during the anniversary year we will publish a “Remember When” article that recalls some aspects of the club’s history.  In this issue we will deal with the founding of the club and its objectives.  In future issues we will recall significant achievements, notable speakers, some of the favourite outing destinations and meeting topics and list the club presidents, editors and other leaders. It is inevitable that in a review such as this, based on the memories of the writer and others, some important people and events may be omitted. Members are encouraged to share their recollections by sending them to the editor for use in upcoming newsletters.

Founding

On April 21, 1975 a group of thirteen people met at the apartment of Bill Fahey in Durham to discuss the possibility of forming a naturalists’ club in the Durham/Hanover area. The Grey-Owen Sound Naturalists Club, the only club that had been active in the Grey – Bruce area, had disbanded some years earlier.

From that humble beginning the Saugeen Field Naturalists club grew to a membership high of one hundred and eighty, then settled to a consistent membership of about one hundred and forty.  Members came from as far away as Meaford and Thornbury in the east, the Bruce Peninsula in the north and from communities along the Lake Huron shore almost as far south as Goderich.  As membership grew on the fringes of the area two groups coalesced to form separate clubs, namely the Owen Sound Field Naturalists Club and the Huron Fringe Naturalists Club.  Now there is also a Bruce Peninsula Environment Group that meets in Lions Head.

Regular meetings of the SFN were held initially at the Durham Community School, then the Durham Library, the Durham Art Gallery and later the Education Centre of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority near Hanover where we continue to meet.  Annual dinner meetings and special events have been held at a variety of locations including a church hall in Durham, the Dornoch Inn, the Elmwood Community Centre, the Chesley Community Centre, the Walkerton Agricultural Building, the Hanover Legion, St. Matthews Lutheran Church Hall in Hanover and the Hanover Town Hall Theatre.

In February of 1977, after a contest, the logo designed by Peter Middleton of Owen Sound was chosen to represent the club on crests, nametags, letterhead and the newsletter.  Important administrative items attended to in the early years of the club were incorporation and registration as a charitable organization.

Objectives

This is a suitable time to be reminded of the objectives of the club developed by those founding members thirty years ago and which can be found in our constitution. The objectives of the club are:

To develop in members and others an understanding of and interest in nature.

To promote the wise use and conservation of our natural resources.

To promote the preservation of natural areas for their values in the enrichment of life.

To encourage the establishment and maintenance of reserved areas such as parks, nature sanctuaries and wilderness areas.

To arouse, through education, recognition of the need and value of preserving lands and waters for the refreshment of body and mind.

To cooperate with other organizations having similar objectives and ideals.

The work of clubs such as this is never done.  Indeed, as the conditions for human life on this planet continue to deteriorate and natural areas continue to be overtaken by development and population pressures our work seems even more important and urgent now than it was thirty years ago.

Happy anniversary SFN!
