Remember When - Part 2: Projects and Milestones

by Clarke Birchard with material from Dave and Jean Schaus

April 2005 will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the Saugeen Field Naturalists Club. In each issue of the Newsletter during the anniversary year we will publish a “Remember When” article that recalls some aspects of the club’s history.  In the first issue dealt with the founding of the club and its objectives.  This issue lists projects and milestones gleaned from minutes and newsletters. In future issues we will recall some notable speakers and meeting topics, some favourite outing destinations and list the club presidents, editors and other leaders. It is inevitable that in a review such as this, based on the memories of the writer and others, some important people and events may be omitted. Members are encouraged to share recollections by sending them to the editor for use in upcoming articles.

1975  
Founding meeting.

Presented a brief in support of the creation of a Niagara Escarpment Plan.

Newsletter was published every month during the early years of the club.

1976
Affiliated with F.O.N.

Made a presentation to the Ontario Hydro hearings re. the location of transmission corridors from Bruce Nuclear Power Station

Hanover-Walkerton Christmas Bird Count established, Martin Parker compiler.

1977
Trust fund established to receive bequests and donations, proceeds to be used for special projects other than operating expenses.


Requested that the Ministry of the Environment prepare an environmental impact assessment for the proposed bridge over the Elora gorge.


Proposed to SVCA that the Greenock Swamp be protected from further development.


Logo designed by Peter Middleton appeared on the newsletter for the first time. 

 Club crests were available for sale to members.

1978
SFN and the Centre for Resource Development, University of Guelph undertook a study that resulted in the publication of “South Grey County Environmentally Sensitive Areas”, (Pub. 1979).

F.O.N. moved to Locke House as their new headquarters.  SFN undertook a fund-raising campaign and made a donation.

1979
SFN and the Centre for Resource Development, University of Guelph undertook a study that resulted in the publication of “Environmentally Significant Areas of Southern Bruce County”, (Pub. 1980).

1980
Made a presentation to the Niagara Escarpment Commission in support of the establishment of a Niagara Escarpment Plan.


First Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas begun; many SFN members adopted squares.

Survey of Reptiles and amphibians of grey and Bruce completed during the summer.

1980s
Environment committee very active – several members, regular meetings – monitored and prepared presentations and correspondence on issues such as wetlands preservation, provincial park plans, Niagara Escarpment Plan, Bruce National Park proposal, Elora gorge bridge, transmission corridor locations and others.

70s and 80s


Members participated in the Baillie Birdathon; fundraising and/or assistance with construction of Scott Point Viewing Tower, Oliphant Fen Board Walk, Petrel Point Board Walk; planting and restoration projects; Saugeen Bluffs Maple Festival.

Membership was approximately 400 (prior to the creation of Owen Sound and Huron Fringe Clubs).

1984
SFN and the School of Rural Planning and Development, University of Guelph undertook a study that resulted in the publication of “The Flora and Fauna of the Fishing Islands in Amabel Township, County of Bruce”, (Pub. 1985).

1985
Became incorporated.

1989
Received charitable status.

1990
Junior Naturalists Club started by Anne range and Nancy Griffin, ran for 13 years.

1992
Christmas in the Country started by SVCA, SFN has contributed a display, lead nature walks.

1995
Ontario Tree Atlas begun, several SFN members participated.

1996
Roadside cleanup  begun

1999
SFN became the official steward of the Kinghurst Forest Nature Reserve, in BentinckTownship, Grey County (bequeathed to FON by Howard Krug in 1997).

